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HE  Continuance of thoſe Irregular Pro- l 
1 © ceedings complained of in the following 

Papers will, it is hoped, be ſome Apology 

Ar making them publick; - eſpecially,” when the 

Reader is acquainted that they failed of making 5 

ſuch Impreſſions on the two Perſons to whom they 

were all addreſſed,” (the two laſt Letters excepted) 4 

as the Writer of them was willing to hope they 
| poſibly might. However, the Diſregard which they. 
met with in private does not wholly diſcourage him 


from trying whether the ingenuous Part of thoſe | 
Perfons, wha go under the Name of Methodiſts, 


| may not be diſpoſed to Confider them, and to Re-ex= _ 
amine the Grounds on which they build their Prac- 1 
tice of frequenting thoſe Meetings, which give Of 
fence to Perſons, abo, by reaſon of the Dignity of 
their Sacred Office, ought to be Reſpected and 
Honoured, - — * = Diſregard, He does not nean 
that 


iv The PREFACE. 


that He received any Verbal Incivilities from the 


Gentlemen for whoſe Service theſe Letters were 

formerly penned, but a Non-compliance with what 
till appears to him fitting and reaſonable, on more 
Accounts than one, for Him to Aſk, and for 
Them to Grant. 

This Attempt (how ever fm all and 5 incon rconfider- 
able) to contribute towards the Service of what 
He takes to be the Cauſe of Truth, may meet with 
nn unfavourable Reception, from the Thoughtful 


and the Benevolent, who are wont to make Ab- 


ances for Imperfe&tzons, when they diſcover an En- 
dtavo ur to do Good: In this View He reviſed the 
enſuing Sheets, not without Hopes that they may 


ſhare of their uſual Candor and Indulgence. This 


would be ſome Recompence for the Been my 
have met with hitherto. © 

And even as to Perſons of a darker, and more 
ſevere Caſt of Mind, of more confined, and 


melancholic Sentiments, he is loth to imagine 


that what was Well- meant will be IIl- received. 


1 


J the Reverend Myr. Wh. 


10th April, 1741. 


L. help expreſſing my Concern at your 


taking upon you the Office of judging and 


condemning the unknown, though certain- 


ly godly, Author of The whole Duty of Man, 


and likewiſe the (late) pious and charitable Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, Dr. TILLOTSON. In at- 
tacking theſe two Perſons, you thruſt ſore at 


real Friends to the Cauſe of Chriſt, and endea- 
vour, too unadviſedly, I fear, to diſcredit the 
Works of two departed Souls, with whom, I 
humbly truſt, you will dwell in the raviſning 
Sweets of celeſtial, everlaſting Friendſhip. N 
The late Mr. LupolL EH, in his Third Medita- 
tion, Page 14, beſtows the Epithet of inlight- 
ened on the firſt-named Author: © The nhght= 
« ened Author, ſays he, of The hole Duty of 


* Man, makes very good Remarks upon the 


* Subject of Se/f-Love.” And again, in Meditati- 
on VI, p. 27. he adds, Thoſe that think our Sa- 
| © viour too. plain in recommending of theſe Vir- 
* tues [of the Goſpel] may read The whole Duty 
| © of Man, where they are treated of more me- 

8 © zbodically, and in a Stile more ſuitable to the 
Lemper of the Times.” And the late Mr. 

r.. 
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2 ExTrRacrts of LETTERS 


Born, in his Epiſtle Dedicatory before Mr, 
Luporrn's Funeral Sermon, quotes a Paſſage, a 


very juſt one, out of Archbiſhop TiLLoTsoN's 
Writings, and ſtiles him an eminent Divine. 
Had you been perſonally acquainted with thoſe 
two Perſons, I cannot be perſwaded that you 
would have written againſt them in the Man- 
ner you have done : Or, had you taken an im- 
partial, deliberate Survey of the Whole of their 
Writings, you would have had Cauſe enough to 
acknowledge, that they were Labourers m the 
LoxD's Vineyard, and were to be highly eſteem'd 
for their Work's Sake. — Let me conjure you to 
think again very ſeriouſly on your Treatment of 
theſe Perſons: Indeed you was very ill furniſhed 
with Materials for fitting as a Judge upon their 
Characters and Writings; and I hope in Goy, 


you will ſee the Error of your Behaviour towards 


their Memories, — Upon the Whole, from the 
Bottom of my Heart I pray, that the Enemy of 


Souls may not catch you in any of his Snares, 


May the Meekneſs of Wiſdom and precious Cha- 
nn,, nn 


In the Love of our Saviour Chriſt, I deſire 
ever to remain N Es 
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Relating to METHroDIsTs, Ge, 3 


To the Reverend Mr, W p. 


N Anſwer to the firſt Part of your Letter, give 


me Leave to obſerve, that I have never heard 
from you fince I wrote to you ſeveral Months 
ago. — My Approbation can by no Means be 
given to your indiſcreet, tumultuous, irregular 


Proceedings. To ſpeak my Mind freely, (which 


greatly offended a moſt juſt and holy Gop, by 


breaking the moſt ſolemn Promiſes made at your 
Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Miniſtry, as well 


as by your contemptuous, and I may ſafely add, 


uncharitable Treatment of two excellent Souls, 


now, I firmly believe, in the Regions of Hap- 


* May, and Archbiſhop TiLLoTsonN. What 
* blinds, or bewitches Mr. W——»D, not to ſee 
and acknowledge his [ju/tice to the Memory of 
$ Perſons, whoſe Writings he never carefully ex- 
amined, and yet againſt whom he has printed 


Seat of Chriſt, except he repents of this his 


March 22, 1741-2. 


I beg of you not to take amiſs) I fear you have 


pineſs; I mean the Author of The whole Duty 


moſt rude, and untrue Aſperſions? With what 
Face can he ever meet them at the Judgment- 


unchriſtian Raſhneſs, and flies for Refuge to the 

Wounds of the crucified Feſus? Oh! that you 

would be perſwaded to conſider with that Se- 
[7 nouſneſs which the Thing deſerves, how little 

2 you have ſet by the ſolemn and weighty Que- 
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4 ExTRACTS of LETTERS 
ſtions put Home to your Conſcience by the 
Biſhop of ——, who ordained you both Dea- 
con and Prieſt. A Violation of thoſe Vows, 
moſt of all, an obſtinate and ſtubborn Perſeve- 
rance in the Breach of them, 1s a Crime many 
Degrees beyond Human Infirmity, and will, it 
may juſtly be feared, if perſiſted in, 2 6 
_ Covering of the Eyes of your Underſtanding, 
and a Conſignment of you over, beyond Reco- 
very, to the Delirium of a heated Fancy. — 
But a Retreat is not yet too late: You may 
yet, I will humbly hope and pray, ſubmit your- 
ſelf to the holy and wiſe Precepts of the King 
of Salem, our celeſtial Melchizedech. By the 
Workings of divine Grace on your Heart, you 
may yet repent truly of your Faults ; and, by 
coming again into the Paths of Chriſtian Wiſ. 
dom and Prudence, approve yourſelf to be (what 
1 efteemed you, and I think juſtly, when J 


firſt knew you) a ſincere, devout, uſeful Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, 


* am fti I your 3 2 $I but not fo 
much as I ought to be 4 ä for your raſs 
Behavi our. 


I. 


Relating to MET HODIST 8, Sc. 6 
To the Reverend Mr. W——D. 
3d Feb. 1742. 
As I find you are yet in Town, I think it 
proper to acquaint you that I received the 
Books you ſent me, for which I could thank 


you with greater Heartineſs, did I not perceive 
in them, particularly in your Volume of Sermons, 


| ſeveral Paſſages which I am certain muſt offend 


any judicious, Chriſtian Reader. I have not 


Leiſure at preſent to enumerate many Particulars ; 
1 ſhall therefore content myſelf with ſelecting a 


few of them, and leave them with you to con- 
ſider of in your cool Hours of Retirement; the 
more of which you allow yourſelf, the better it 


may be for you. 


_ Firſt then, in Sermon the firſt, Page 9, you 
charge Arminian Principles with being Antichri- 

ſtian ones. This ſurely can never be the Lan- 
guage of Charity, which is not raſh, doth not 


| behave itſelf unſeemly. ARmMinivs, I am verily 
perſwaded, was * a ſincere Chriſtian ; while you 


are therefore thus defaming his Memory, I think 


The following Paſſage which I have met with in 
* WarLrToN's Life of Sir HENRY Wor rox, (Page 53) 
ſince my writing this Letter, ſeems fo pertinent to the Oc- 
caſion, that I beg Leave to inſert it in this Place. It is 
thus: In my Travels (ſays Sir HENRY) towards Venice, 
as ] paſt through Germany, I reſted almoſt a Year at Le- 


B 3 dien, 
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ExTRACTS of LETTERS 


you are doing Injury (as far as a departed Soul 
is capable of being injured) to one who heartily 
loved Jeſus Chriſt, and is now, I queſtion not, 


in the Realms of — and Glory. What Pity 


8 


40 
$6 


it 


den, where I enter d into an Acquaintance with Anu 
NIvs (then the Profeſfor of Divinity in that Univer. 
ſity) a Man much talked of in this Age, which is made 
up of Oppoſition and Controverſy. And indeed, if J 
miſtake not ARMIN1Us in his Expreſſions (as ſo weak a 
Biain as mine may eaſily do) then J know 1 differ from 


him in ſome Points; yet I profeſs my Judgment of him 


to be, that he was a Man of moſt rare Learning, and I 


knew him to be of a moſt ſtrict Life, and a moſt meek Spi- 
 rit. And that he was ſo mild, appears by his Propoſals 
to our Maſter PERK1Ns of Cambridge, from whoſe Book 
of The Order and Cauſes of Salvation, (which was firſt 


writ in Latin) ARMINI1UsS took the Occaſion of writ- 
ing ſome Queries to him, concerning the Conſequents of 
his Doctrine, intending them (tis ſaid) to come privatel7 


to Mr. PERKiNs's own Hands, and to receive from him a 


like private, and a like loving Anſwer. But Mr. PER- 
KINs died before thoſe Queries came to him; and it is 


thought AR MINIUS meant them to die with him; for 
though he lived long after, I have heard he forbore to 
publiſh them; (but ſince his Death, his Sons did not :) 
And 'tis Pity (if Gop had been fo pleaſed, that Mr. 
PERKINS did not live to ſee, conſider, and anſwer thoſe | 
| Propoſals himſelf ; for he was alſo of a moft meek Spi- 
rit, and of great and ſanctified Learning: And though 


ſince their Deaths, many of high Parts and Piety have | 
undertaken to clear the Controverſy, yet for the moſt 


„ Part, they have rather ſatisfied themſelves than con- 


vinced the diſſenting Party. And doubtlefs many mid- 


* dle-witted Men, (which yet may mean well) many s 


Scholars that are not in the higheſt Form for Learning, 
* (which FO may. preach well) Men that ſhall never 
25 9 Know, 


*, © 


Relating to MET HOPDITSTS, Cc. 7 
it is, that by your perpetual Hurry, and Inac- 
curacy in Judgment, and in Behaviour, you 

| ſhould contribute to the malignant Triumph of 
Infidels, and give them Cauſe, in the Gall of their 
invenomed Hearts, to cry out, See how theſe Chri- 
ſtians viliſy one another, The Armimans, it is 
likely, mean pretty near the ſame Thing by the 
Word Grace, which the Catvini/ts do by imputed 
Righteouſneſs. Each Party maintain, that without 
Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lokp, and that 
there is no Name under Heaven given unto Men 
whereby we mult be ſaved, but only the Name 
of the Loxp Jesvs. — If any one had afked 
ARMINIUS whether he did not hold that Heaven, 


that is to ſay, our Inheritance in it, was the f 
{ole Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, he would un- | 
doubtedly have anſwered in the affirmative. And 
if, on the other Hand, one had aſked Mr. Ca. 
VIN, To whom is it that Chriſt is the Author of — h 
Salvation? His Anſwer would have been, Jo [ 

thoſe who obey him. — Why ſhould Believers in 3 

the fame common Redeemer be multiplying — 
Words without Cauſe, and charging each other | 
with ſuch Opinions as each Party in their Souls N 

abhor? This is a ſtale Device of the Decerver 0 

8 
„ know, till they come to Heaven, where the Queſtions i 
„ flick betwixt Arminius and the Church of England, 1 
® *© will yet in this World be tampering with, and thereby 4 

© perplexing the Controverſy ; and do therefore juſtly fall þ 
„under the Reproof of St. JuDE, for being Buſy-bodies, 42 

and for meddling with Things which they underſtand { 
„ not.” | = 1 N | = | | 
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of Mankind, and it is ſtrange that Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſors do not ſee through, and avoid it. I would 


not be underſtood to aſſert, that there is no Dif- 
ference of Opinions between Arminians and 
Calviniſts; my Meaning is, it is not near ſo 


great as it is apprehended to be, and the Way 
to heal, 1s not by railing and reproachful Lan- 
guage, but by fair and calm Reaſoning, and 


modeſt Appeals to the Holy Scriptures. —I hope 


J have ſaid enough on this Head to make you 
ſorry that you have ſaid ſo much. 


My next moſt heavy Complaint againſt you is, 


that I find you continue your Spleen againſt 
that ſincere and excellent Servant and Lover of 


Chriſt, The Author of The whole Duty of Man; 


_ who, you aſſert in Sermon the Second, has given 


a wrong Title to his Book (contrary to the ex- 


| preſs Opinion of Dr. Hammond) becauſe it teach- 
es us that we muſt go fo and fo, as though we 
were under a Covenant of Works ; and then 
for doing this we ſhall be ſaved. Now here a- 


gain, through Hurry and Inadvertency, you are 


miſtaken ; and have withal involved yourſeli in 
the heart-wounding Misfortune of having re- 
corded a manifeſt Slander againſt one of Gos 
| ſecret Ones, even one of the Excellent Ones of the | 
een. For let any one read, with an unpre- Þ 


judiced Mind, his Preface, intiled, The Ne- 


ceſſity of Caring for the Soul, and indeed the 
whole Treatiſe itſelf, together with the Devo- 


3 tion Part at the End, and then tell me, whe- 


ther he thinks the Author is a Teacher of the 


Covenant 
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Relating to METHoDIsTs, &c. 9 
Covenant of Grace, or of the Covenant of Works. 


As to the exceeding falſe Divinity charged upon 


him, it is grounded on that Paſſage in his Pre- 


face, where he fays, that the ſecond Covenant 


was made with Apam, and us in him, pre- 
ſently after his Fall, and is 6r:zefly contained in 
thoſe Words, Gen. iii. 15. where Gop declares, 


that the Seed of the Woman ſhall break the Ser- 
pent's Head; and this was made up, as the firſt 
was, of ſome Mercies to be afforded by Gop, 
and ſome to be performed by us. This is the 
Paſſage which falls under your heavy Cenſure ; 
© Becauſe, fay you, the Words I will put En- 
mity between thee and the Woman, &c. are not 
„ ſpoken ta ADam, they are directed only to 
the Serpent. ADAM and Eve ſtood by as Cri- 


La, 


* 


minals, and Gop could not treat with them, 
* 


* 


« 1s not a Word looking that Way. It is only 


%a Declaration of a free Gift of Salvation, 
* through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” This Charge 
of yours againſt ſo judicious an Author, is too 
* raſhand peremptory; and, upon cool Examina- 
tion, will appear to be without Foundation. For 
what if the Words were not directed immedi- 
ately to our firſt Parents? They were pronounc'd 
in their Hearing; they had a near, very near 
Intereſt in them, and, no Doubt, heard them 
with reverential Fear, and-patieatial Trembling. 
„ The 


© becauſe they had broken his Covenant. And 
_ © it is ſo far from, being a Covenant wherein 
* ſome Mercies are to be afforded by Gop, and 
„ ſome Duties to be performed by us, that here 
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10 EXTRACTS of LE TTERS 
The Tempter was confounded, the Tempted 


were comforted by them; and the Author of 


The whole Duty of Man lays, very juſtly, The 


Second Covenant 1s briefly contained in them.” 


For, in what Senſe does Chriſt, the promiſed 
Seed, bruife the Serpent's Head, but by being 


our Prieſt, our Prophet, and our King? On 


whom do his Prieftly, Prophetical, Regal Of- 


fices take Place? On thoſe who reject, or on 
thoſe who humbly and penitently receive Him? 


The Inference then is obvious, that ſomething 


muſt be done on our Parts ; otherwiſe we ſhall 
have no Intereſt in the meritorious Death and 
Sufferings of our bleſſed Saviour. If ſomething 


was not to be done on our Parts, in order to ſhare 
in the ineſtimable Benefit, the unſpeakable Gilt, 
then might Chrift be deemed a Prophet with 
_ out Scholars, and a King without Subjects: Or, 
in other Words, Chriſt is promiſed, comes, and 


ſuffers, and yet leaves the old Dragon as wide 
a Range in human Nature as ever. It is there- 
fore true, that under the ſecond Covenant fome- 
thing was to be done on Chri/?s Part, and ſome- 
thing on ours; that is to fay, Chriſt was to 
preach, to ſuffer, and to reign; we on ours, 
to repent, to believe, and to obey. This is 
plainly the Meaning of The whole Duty of Man; 
and is fo far from being exceeding falſe, that, 
to my Apprehenfion, it is exceeding 8 fund Divi- 


nity. 


_ Virtue of the New Covenant we have the 
2 unſpeakable Privilege of being enabled to do 
- Righteouſnes, 
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Relating to METHnopisTs, Cc. 11 


Righteouſneſs, to work out our own Salvation 
with Fear and 'Trembling ; or, in other Scrip- 
' ture-Words, to hve godlily, righteouſly, and 
ſoberly in this preſent evil World. In a Word, 


it is the Wiſdom, the Glory, and the Beauty of 


the Covenant of Grace, to injoin ſuch Duties as 
are per fective of our Natures, and give us a Tafte 
and Kel; for the Pleaſures of the Spiritual 
World, which are commenſurate with our Ex- 
iſtence, and will then only begin fully and ſub- 
ſtantially to inraviſh us, when we take a final 
Farewell of this lower Region, and find our- 
ſelves incompaſſed with Myriads of the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfe&t. - Fs 


As to ſeveral other Inadvertencies and Miſ- 
4 takes, up and down your Volume of Sermons, I 


have not Time to point them out particularly; 


only I cannot forbear expreſſing my Wonder at 
your Behaviour, in putting yourſelf in a Man- 
ner on a Level with the Apoſtles, and firſt Plan- 
ters of Chriſtianity ; and repreſenting the B:/hops 
and Clergy of the National Church, as actuated 
by the fame Spirit of blind, perſecuting Zeal, 
with the Chief Prieſis and Phariſees among the 
Feu. This unbecoming, unchriſtian Treat- 
ment of your Superiors, demonſtrates your Want 
of true Humility, Goſpel-Modeſty, and Expe- 

= rience of Men and Things. Your Caſe is truly 
pitiable, and the more ſo, becauſe you are not 
ſenſible of it. You flight and forget the En- 


gagements of your Ordination ; and it appears 


I but too plain, you are puniſhed for it, by 4 


judicial 
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12 Extracts of LETTERS 
judicial Blindneſs. You have broke looſe from 
ſuch moral Ties as no conſiderate Chriſtian 


would venture to do. You have leaped over 
ſuch Incloſures as the Wiſdom and Piety of 
our Anceſtors have erected : You are hurrying, 


ſinging, rejoicing, and all the While forgetting 


the Apoſtolical Precepts, of thinking ſoberly, and 


not letting our Good be evil-ſpoken of Gov | 
grant you may ſee your Error before it be 03 


late. — Be ſo kind as to put a favourable Con- 


ſtruction, and afford a ſerious Peruſal to what 
is thus intended for your Uſe and Advantage, 


by him, who, you may plainly diſcover, is 
Your hearty Well-wiſher, 


_ Mr. W 5. 


11th Feb. 1742. 


I Received yours of the Fifth Inſtant, by 


K which I find that your /aft Volume of Ser- 


nons lay by you near a Twekvemonth, before you 
ſent them to the Preſs, ſo that you flatter your- 
ſelf you cannot be charged with putting them 


out in a Hurry. But this by no Means clears you 


of the Charge of writing them in a Hurry, and of 
not reviſing them carefully, and in the Spirit of 
Charity, before you ventured to publiſh them. 
NV are not conſcious of having miſuſed ARI 
 NIUs. You think you have not touched prs Per- 


Relating to METHOD ISTS, Sc. 13 

ſon, but his Principles. This Diſtinction, I doubt, 

will be of little Uſe to you. A Man's Perſon 

and his Principles are fo nearly allied, that, if 

one be injuriouſiy treated, the other muſt, in 
ſome Degree, be ſo too. To call a Mana 

Maintainer of Antichriſtian Principles, without 
being able to make good the Charge, and then 
to flatter one's ſelf that his Per/on has been 


| \fſpared, is to deceive one's own ſelf, and to vio- | 
| late the Laws of Chriſtian Charity, through the | 
Medium of a falſe Diſtinction. If Arminius 1 
lays it down for a firſt Principle, that Chrift Je- bl 
is is the ſole, meritorious Cauſe of our Ac- 0 
ceptance with Gop, that his perfect, active, and — 
paſſive Obedience has procured our Pardon and 
* our Redemption; and if he comes afterwards | 


and tells me, that our Works muſt be joined with | 
our Faith, in Order to juſtify us in the Sight of [ 
 Gop; Candor and Charity will prompt me to 
| paſs ſuch a Sort of Interpretation on his Words 
as this: Juſtifying Faith is neceſſarily pro- 
ductive of good Works : It is Obedience alone 1 
which compleats our Faith, and it is an idle ö 
Thing to talk of Juſtification by Faith, un- 
a adorned with the beauteous Grace of Charity, l 
and an impious Thing to go about to ſeparate = | 
what Gop hath joined together.” —You can no ” 
more diſſever Charity from a true, ſaving Faith, | 
than you can ſeparate the Idea of Whiteneſs from 
* Snow, or of Heat from Light. — Who can truly 
believe that the Merits of Chriſt have All-ſufficient 
Efficacy to ſave him from Deſtruction, and not 
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love fo kind, fo loving a Saviour? Who can 


Faith behold Him extended on the Croſs for hz; 
Sins, and content himſelf with calling him Loxp, 
Loxp, and not doing the Things which He 


faith? 


7 


The Eleventh Article of our Church fays 


truly, that we are accounted righteous before Gop, 
only for the Merits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt by 
Faith. And the Twelfth Article ſays no leſs 


truly, that good Works are the Fruits of Faith, 
and follow after Juſtification, and do ſpring out 


neceſſarily of a true and lively Faith, Let but 
theſe two Articles be attentively weighed toge- 


ther, and you are helped to a charitable Con- 
ſtruction of the Poſition, that Our Works 


muſt be joined with our Faith, in order to juſ- 
tify us in the Sight of Gop.” The Truth 1s, 


a vaſt deal of Paper has been blotted, and, which 


is much worſe, a prodigious Duſt, and confus'd 
Strife of Words, raiſed about © Juſtification by 
| Faith.” The Sober and Judicious of each Par- 


mean in Subſtance pretty near the fame Thing; 


and yet have unbappily perplexed themſelves and 


one another, with Terms and Diſtinctions which 


ſerve for little elſe than to puzzle the Cauſe, keep 
the Controverſy alive, and adminiſter profane 
Diverſion to Infidel By-ſtanders. The Truth 
of this Doctrine lies, as Truth uſually does, in 
a @ ſmall Compaſs; and may, I apprehend, be 
reduced into ſome ſuch Form as this: God is 
| offended, Chriſt is the Propitiation. Man be- 
lieves, and, at the ſame Time, reſolves, ray? 

£ . vine 
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divine Aſſiſtance, to obey the Goſpel. By the 

| ain Influence of the Holy Spirit he does 
obey, and is finally ſaved through the alone me- 
ritorious Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt. Or, in other 
Words thus: The Redemption of Mankind 
is a Tranſaction between the co-equal and co- 
c̃.ternal Perſons of the holy, undivided Trinity, 
entirely excluſive of us. This ſtupendous Work 
is revealed unto, and performed for Mankind, 
by the © Coming and Suffering of Feſus Chrijt 
in the Likeneſs of our Fleſh.” They who be- 
! lieve and obey the Goſpel of this gracious Sa- 


wour ſhall have (if one may be allowed the 5 
Expreſſion) the Broad-Seal of Heaven affixed [ 
to their immortal Souls. — Where is Boaſting = 
in all this? It is doubtleſs excluded; and the ; 
* Glory of Free-Grace ſhines out in its celeſtial | 


* Faith and Good-Works are like the Root and the 
* Branches of a Tree, or the Foundation and Su- 
perſtructure of a Building. — This, I think, is 
every ſincere Chriſtian's Creed, when ſtripped of 
the Gibberiſh of his Party. St. Paul and St. 
James both teach this Doctrine: They both wrote 
| under the Influence of the ſame infallible Guide 
do thoſe Realms of perfect Peace and unclouded 
* Happineſs, where all the Inhabitants ſpeak the 
= fame Things, and are perfectly joined together 
nin the ſame Mind. A River of Delights, Sar = 
3 Cryſtal, is ever flowing into their inraviſhed Spi> | 
3 rits, and the Tree of Life for ever feaſting them 
with its Fruits. May the Gop of all Grace 


| Rays, before the Eyes of Men and Angels. - 


. 
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Chrift, unto his everlaſting Kingdom, 


TTTITH Regard to your holding ſeveral 


blies. — Firſt, in Reſpect of yourſelf : Be pleas'd, 
dear SIR, very calmly and ſolemnly to remem- 
ber what great Streſs the Church of England very 
wiſely lays on Order and Regularity ; in parti- 
cular, what cloſe and pertinent Queſtions ſhe, 
by her chief Officers, the Biſhops, aſks thoſe 
who offer themſelves as Candidates for the 
Holy Miniſtry. Fur Inſtance: Will you obey 


| ſhall have the Government over you, follow- 

Ing with a glad Heart and Mind their godly 

Admonitions ?” Now, you muſt be ſenſible [x 
that your Szperiors in the Church are averſe to 

_ theſe Meetings, and that you are doing a aiſ- | 
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grant you to come into the Paths of Truth and 
Soberneſs, and at length bring you, through 


This is the hearty Prayer of him to whom 


you do ill, in fancying that he is imbi ttered 


againſt you. 


7 the Reverend Mr. J—M. 


th Jan. 1741, 


Meetings, or Societies, in different Parts, 
allow me, in the Spirit of Love and Friendſhip, 
to expreſs my Fears concerning ſuch Aſſem- 


your Ordinary, and other chief Miniſters, who 


pleafing 
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pleaſing Thing to them in upholding them. How 


far therefore your Ordination-Engagement is ob- 
ſerved, or diſregarded, in your preſent Proceed- 
- ings, is a Queſtion that demands to be coolly 


and diſpaſſionately conſidered by you. Secondly, 
with Reſpect to your Hearers, I much doubt 
whether thoſe of them who profeſs themſelves 
Members of the Church of England obey her In- 
junctions, if they forſake, on flight Pretences, 
their own Pariſh- Churches, and do not frequent 
the Ordinances in an humble, devout, conſtant 
Manner. — The Church of England, like a 


Houſe founded on a Rock, has food, though 


Storms and Tempeſts have blown againſt her 


from every Quarter. — Enthuſiaſm, Infidelity, and 
& Superſtition have from Time to Time made 
= rude Aſſaults upon her; but the Providence of 


= Gop has baffled all the Efforts of her Adver- 
& faries, and made it plain to a Demonſtration, 


that the Care of her is with the Moſt High, and 


that no Weapons formed againſt her ſhall Pro- 
ſper. In one Word, the Church of England does 
not deſerve to be lightly regarded. Would to 
Gop all her Members were truly ſenſible of 
i obeying her. 


I remain 


: the Neceſſity and Expediency of honouring and 


F 


IS - ro ot: 7, 


— . Ä —7———— 


18 Ex TRACTS of LE TFERS 
To the Rewind Mr. Jenn; 
„ b % WIGS 16, 1741. 
REE Deſign of my writing 0 ya in the 
1 Manner I did was purely friendly. Per- 


mit me again to expreſs my hearty Wiſhes that 
you may yet become an uſeful Pyeſbyter of the 


Church of England, in the Pale of which you 
was born and educated, and have been admitted 
to the Office of a Deacon. I am very ſenſible 

that without great Care, Prejudices of any Kind 


are much more eaſily drank in than purged out. 


But what is too hard for Divine Grace? The 


Spirit of Go p enlightens the Minds of Men, 


and ſets their Hearts free from thoſe Chains and 
Fetters, which, by one Means or another had 
been faſtned on their Souls, and greatly incom- 


moded their Paſſage through this lower World. 
As to your Aſſurances, I can ſay nothing abſo- 
lately againſt them, or for them. All I can 
venture to ſay is, That they would come with 


much {ſtronger Credentials to me, provided you 
_ obſerved the Apoſtolical Rule, of doing all Things 
decently and in Order. Don't you think it % I 
fible, and even probable, that, if you had been 
(and J earneſtly hope it is not yet too late for 
you to be) a regular, ſubmiſſive, zealous Mini- 
ſter in the National Church, you might have been 
the happy Inſtrument of ſhewing many Sou 
the Way to Glory, and of advancing the Prey 1 
. FV 
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üble, internal Kingdom of Gow in the World? 


To ſpeak my Mind plainly; Indiſcretion, and 
but a partial Knowledge of the Religion of our 


Sapiqur, has been the Rock on which the Me- 
thodiſts, as thęy are called, have ſplit. What I 
am faying, is no random Expreſſion, but is 


founded on ſomething better than Fancy. 


. , . 
- 7 * 


the Children of Gop to a at your Pro- 
your Oppolers may 
be more advanced in Grace than yourſelf. 1 


ceedings. Perhaps ſeveral o 


truſt you will interpret this Letter in a charita- 
ble Way. 1 | | $ 


I am 
Nur Well-wiſher and Friend. 


a * - . i 
_ 
W * > 5 , 


* | To the Reverend Mr. I —x. 


April 13, 1742. 


4 HE Ginke real Deſire for your Welfare 


which prompted me to write to you in 


the Manner I did in my laſt Letter, ſtill conti- 
nues upon me; and ought to increaſe, in Pro- 
portion to my fuller Belief that your Judgment 
is miſguided, and that you are acting contrary to 
the Rules of Modeſty, Order, and Decency, laid 
So CE Sena © Cn en 1, wu 


Go grant, you may give no juſt Occaſion for 
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down | in the Book of the wiſeſt, and un Reli- 
gion the World was ever pleſſed with. 


You are pleaſed to tell me, © If it was in 
your Power to be of any Service to me in any 
Reſpect, it would be a great Pleaſure to you.” 


Give me Leave, Mr. M, to lay Claim to 


this kind Expreſſion, and to aſſure you, I know 
of no Service you can do me, comparable to that 
of allowing me to prevail with you to call your- 


{elf very coolly and deliberately to Account, _ 


to conſider what you are about. I ho 
will acknowledge this to be no af ens of bg Re- 
queſt. When you have got ſo far, I cafily ima- 
gine you will be inclined in a ſummary Way to 


acquit yourſelf, by ſaying, you are verily per- 


ſwaded that it is the Will of GOD you ſhould 


proceed -in your preſent Manner of Preaching, 
ſince the Clergy of the National Church refuſe 
you their Pulpits. — But before Mr. -M comes 
out of his Retirement, and his Self-Examination, 
let him ſeriouſly and impartially aſk himſelf, 


* Is it then wholly to be imputed to the Pre- 
juice of the Clergy that I am denied the Ute 
of their Pulpits? Is it not at leaſt barely poſſible 
that I may have given juſt Cauſe of Offence, ei- 
ther by my Dodlrine, or my Manner of preach- 


ing it; or both? — It is-pojible I may have ex- 


prefled myſelf in ſuch an unguarded Manner, 
that ſeveral of my Hearers may have been led 
into many dangerous Miſtakes; or, it may be, 
the Doctrine itſelf was defective, delivering that 
Ne for * Whole, which Was but a Part of the 


Sof pe 
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Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Then as to the Time 


and Place of ' my Preaching: Have. I not Rea- 
ſon to fear that ſeveral of my Auditors 
ſhould have been at their reſpective Trades and 


Employments, while they were travelling from, 
and to their Dwellings, on my Account? As 
to the Place; was it not in a Pariſh already pro- 


vided with a Paſtor, who was utterly averſe to 


my coming amongſt his People; the fad Effects 


of which he experiences, by ſeveral of them be- 
ing above Ordinances, and eſteeming the Church 
of England at a very low Rate? — If this may 
be the Caſe, and ſurely you will not ſay it is im- 


* - poſſible it ſhould; have not the Paſtors of our 
= Church ſome Reaſon for what they do? And 
may not their Behaviour towards you proceed, not 
from a narrow Way of thinking, but a true 
= Concern for the Welfare of their Pariſhioners? 
If it was your own Lot to have the Care of a 
. Pariſh, and you was to have Perſons intruding 


upon your Charge, and diſturbing the Minds of 


your Flock, you would have juſt Matter of Com- 


plaint againſt ſuch Buſy-Bodies in other Mens 


A „ ; 
From what I have written, you may obſerve 


that my Concern for your returning into the 


R Paths of Wiſdom, Regularity, and Decency, is 


ſincere and hearty. — You are afraid of becom- 


ing a Parochial Clergyman on Account of ill- 

grounded Prejudices and Scruples, and yet under- 
2 take to inſtruct (and thereby make yourſelf, in ſome 
¶ Meaſureat leaſt, anſwerable for the well-doing of) 
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many more Hundred Souls than you would have 
the Care of, provided you was a Parochial Preſ- 


byte... 
The Moravian Brethren, I am fully convinc'd, 
are not in that Diſpenſation of Grace and Know- 


ledge, in which we once thought them. They 


take up with a Part, inſtead of the Whole of 


the Goſpel; and ſpeak with ſuch Impropriety a- 


bout divine Truths, as muſt do a great deal of 
Hurt t to the Simple and Unwary, 


I am 


Your. Bi and Servant, 


| JOY 
TY 77 


To the Reverend Me. J 


M. 5 


29th Fuly, 1742, 


Hope you will do me the Juſtice to believe, 
that my ſole View in writing to you in the 
Manner I have done of late, was for the, Glory 
of the moſt Holy Go p, the Benefit of your 
Neighbour, and your own true Intereſt, I am 
ſtill fully perſwaded, that the Church of England 
has a juſt Right to the Benefit of your miniſte- 
rial Labours, and deſerves your Eſteem. — As 
to the Moravian Brethren, as we call them, 1 
can by no Means think them duly qualified to 
- preach the Goſpel of the Kingdom. Their crude, 
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undiſtinguiſhed Manner of vilifying Reaſon, — 


their denying the Lawfulneſs of Oaths, and aſ- 


ſerting the Unlawfulneſs of taking up Arms in 


Defence of one's Country, at the Command of the 
Supream Magiſtrate ; — their making very rare 


Mention of, and very ſeldom paying expreſs Ho- 


mage to, or compoſing Hymns in Honour of, The 
| Father and The Holy Ghoſt: Theſe, I fay, are 
ſome of the Reaſons which may induce any con- 

ſiderate Chriſtian to ſay, That Perſons who ſpeak, 


and believe thus, are not yet qualified to be 


publick Teachers of the Wieſt, Beſt, and Ho- 
lieſt Religion that ever did, or ever will appear 
in the World, ET Rn 


La 
Your affeftionat e Friend, 


To the Reverend Mr. J——M. 


| 2d December, 742, - 


7 OURS of Ofcker 30 came ſafe to 
= Hand, by which I find your Delay in 


writing was occaſioned by your not having ſeen 


= Mr. Sy——6, who, I perceive, acquainted you 
= that the Moravian Brethren © allow Reaſon to 
be a good Guide in Civil and outward Affairs, but 
not in Spirituals. This Maxim is, I apprehend, 
CL 8 
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hid down in too general and looſe a Way, and may 


eaſily lead Perſons into dangerous Miſtakes. 1. For 
if Men are once taught to lay aſide the Exerciſe 
of their intellectual Faculties in Religious Matters, 
they may eaſily become a Prey to every ſubtle 
Sophiſt and Heretick that falls in their Way.— 

It is no Wonder to hear a Church, which obtrudes 
unreaſonable Tenets upon her Members, cry down 
. the Uſe of Reaſon in Religion : But it is a Shame 
for thoſe who proteſt againſt her Errors to preach 


up ſuch ſtrange Doctrine. For, which Way 


| ſhall we be convinced of the Truth of Chriſtiani- 


ty, but by the ſober and devout Uſe of our Rea- 


| fon? How ſhall we ſearch the Scriptures ? How 
did the noble Beræans ſearch them, but by their 


Reaſon ? How can we prove all Things, and 
hold faſt that which is Good, without a due Ex- 
erciſe of our intellectual Powers? Such a Doc- 


trine, one ſees plainly, opens a wide Door to En- 
thuſiaſm, and Error, and is a Reproach to the 
Religion of Him who is the Wiſdom, and the 
Word of Gon. 2. Their refuſing to take Oaths 


before a Magiſtrate, is a Sign they miſunderſtand 


the Scriptures, which, from the Beginning to 
the End, allow of ſuch a Practice. — Our Sav- 


our was dumb as a Sheep before his Shearers, till 


the Oath of GOD was put to Him by the High 
' Prieſt, The Angel in the Apocalypſe lifts up his 
Hand, and ſwears by Him that liveth for ever 


and ever; nay, Gop himſelf, becauſe He could 


5, ſwear by no greater, ſwears by Himſelf. — And 
yet the Morawan Brethren refuſe to comply with 


what 
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what Jeſus Chrift, with what an Angel, with 


what the Holy Gop practiſed. 3. Their re- 


fuſing to take up Arms in Defence of their Coun- 
try, at the Command of the C:v7/ Power, is a 
Proof that they have not weighed the Matter in 


the Ballance of right Reaſon, nor conſidered 


throughly their Duty in this Particular. The 


Angels of Gop are repreſented as fighting with 


the Old Dragon and his Angels; CoRNELIus, 
we may fairly and reaſonably ſuppoſe from the Si- 
lence of the Scriptures to thecontrary, and from the 
= Reaſon of the Thing, continued a Solllier after he 
became a Chriſtian : The primitive Chriſtians re- 
fuſed not fighting under the Banner of the R- 
man Eagle; and yet the Moravian Brethren will 
not lend their Perſonal Aſſiſtance againſt Inva- 


ders and Plunderers of their Country. — If they 
d truly think themſelves bound to obey Magi- 


= /lrates, and if Subjects (any Subjects but them- 
ſelves) may lawfully take up Arms at the Com- 
mand of Magiſtrates, as they ſeem to allow, then 
are the Moravian Brethren too ſoft and effemi- 


nate, in declining to undergo the Fatigues and Ha- 


= zard of War in Defence of their King and Coun- 
try. 4. Their praying to, and praiſing ſo con- 
ſtantly the Son, and fo very ſeldom the Father, 

is another ſure Sign that they do greatly err, not 
5 knowing the Scriptures; for therein we are 
caught that the Father is the Perſon (excuſe the 
Word for want of a better) in the Sacred and 
= Undivided Trinity, who is for the moſt Part to 
be prayed unto, and that through the Merits and 
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Mediation of Yeſus Chriſt. © Verily verily, 1 
lay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father 


in my Name, He will give it you.“ Agreeable 


to this, we find almoſt all the Prayers in the 


| New Je eftament addreſſed to the Father through 
Chriſt, And the moſt ancient and excellent 
Collects of our Liturgy, were compoſed on this 


Scripture-Plan. Is it not then unwiſe to recede 


from the Practice of Apoſtles, and Apoſtolic] 
Men, and the Uſage of the Church in the pureſt 
and beſt Ages of Chriſtianity ? Don't miſtalce 
me, I do by no Means aſſert, that neither the 
Son, nor the Holy Spirit, are to be prayed to by 


Nome ; my Meaning is only to ſhew that the 


| Moravian Brethren deviate from the Model of 
moſt of the Scripture-Prayers and Praiſes, and 
the Practice of the Saints. 


By ſpeaking thus freely to the Points menti- 


oned in your laſt Letter, I would endeavour to 


convince you, that the Congregation of the Mo- 


ravian Brethren (as they are called) are by no 


Means to be compared in Point of Scripture- 


| Knowledge, and Piety, to a Church which is the 
ſureſt Sateguard of any Religious Community, 
it may be, in the World, againſt the Sophiſtical 
Arguments of Enthuſiaſts and Idolaters. Of 
this Church Mr. J— 
once a juſt Value for her; for ſome Vears paſt, 
without any Fault of hers, ſhe has leſſened in 
his Eſteem, and he fears to enter upon the 
 Prieftly Office within her Pale, on Account of 
eren Scruples! and Prejudices be has imbibed IF 
N 5 againk = 


M is a Deacon; he had 


relating to 


Nelating i MuTwopiSTs,&c. 2 
againſt her. — In this Caſe what is to be done ? 
Is he to remain in this State? On the con- 
trary, is it not his Duty, does it not highly con- 


cern him, to endeavour by all prudent, Chriſtian 
Methods, to have theſe Difficulties removed? Is 
| he not deſirous of being more fully ſatisfied about 
them, and of hearing what Anſwers Perſons of 
calm Temper, ſound Judgment, deep Learning, 


and unfeigned Piety and Sanity of Life, may be 


able to return to his Objections? Is he not, I 


ſay, obliged in Conſcience to get as full In- 
formation as 2 about his Doubts and Fears 
this important Subject, and to lay 
them before ſuch Divines as he has the beſt Opi- 
nion of for Piety, Prudence, Zeal, and Scrip- 
ture- Knowledge? — Surely you will not think 
my Propoſal an unreaſonable one, but will ſet 


; | about a Work which more nearly concerns you 
than you may imagine. In doing of which you 


will be kind to yourſelf, and oblige him who 


= would not have been ſo carneſt and preſſing with 


you, did he not know it was for / your trueſt : 


| Intereſt, 


I remain 


Your Well-wiſher and Friend. 


To 


i. 2 — 
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70 the Reverend Mr. JI. 
13th Jan. 1742. 


HFave read over your Letter of December 13 
more than once, but cannot perceive any 
Inclination in you to comply with my late Re- 
-queſt ; which methinks any diſintereſted Perſon 
would think a reaſonable one. If you are „il! 
reſolved to be at no Pains in drawing up a true 
State of your Doubts and Difficulties about the 
Lawfulneſs of entring into Prieſt's Orders; I ſay, 
if you are determined to remain with theſe Scru- 
ples and Prejudices about you, then I muſt for 
the future ſpare myſelf the Trouble of urging 
you to comply with what every wiſe and impartial 
Man would declare to be your Duty to ſet about 
without any further Loſs of Time. But I am 
willing to hope you will behave in this mo- 
mentous Concern in a Manner becoming a Diſ 
ciple of CHRIST. In this charitable Hope | 
am induced to write to you again, and lay be- 
fore you my Obſervations on ſeveral Paſſages in 
Four laſt Letter. — Fir, © You expreſs your 
Sorrow, that there is not that hearty Union and 
Fellowſhip betwixt us as formerly.” — If I had 
not a real Concern for your Welfare, I ſhould 
not have written in the Manner I have done of 
late, My Friendſhip for you is employed in 
e ME 7,0 Oe 


Relating to Mx THO D 1878, Sec. 29 
endeavouring to free you from ſuch Opinions, as 
I think, are unbefriended by the Holy Scriptures. 


Secondly, © You think there is a little of a Spirit 


of Controverſy in my laſt.” Controverſy is a 
Thing I am averſe to; and I hope, I wrote to 
you free from its Power and Influence. I made 


= convince you, that ſeveral Tenets of the Moravian 


of Doctrine and Worſhip to the Church of 
England. As for triumpbing over them, I can 


| Faith and Practice, than to lie under a Neceſſity, 
i _ ſwaded they are far from being in that Diſpenſa- 
7 they take themſelves to be. Let them but be- 


ware of Phariſaiſm, and they may in time be- 


5 At preſent they do Hurt (undeſignedly, I chari- 
= tably hope and believe) to divers Unſtable, Un- 


catechiſed Souls. Thirdly, You tell me, © I 
Form of the Church of 

in England,” You quite miſtake me, I no more 

think that Forms and Modes of Religion are Reli- 


e-ſeem too earneſt for the 


gion itſelf, than I believe ſcaffolding to a Building, 
dis Reaſon to lay aſide all Forms and Modes of Re- 


uſe of Reaſon and Scripture in endeavouring to 
Brethren, ſhew them to be far inferior in Point . 
| affure you, it would be much greater Pleaſure and 
* Satisfaction; to hear of their adorning the Goſpel 
of Gop our Saviour in all Things relating to 
in a Manner, to tell you that I am verily per- 


tion of the Knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion 


come uſeful Members of the Chriſtian Church. 


to be the very Building. What then? Are we for 


1 ligion? No, in no wiſe. They are in their Place 
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ſay true, © It is not the beſt Forms of Prayers or 


Service to direct and aſſiſt the Underſtanding, 


ſully avoid the two Extremes of Over-valuing, 
or of Under-rating any thing whatever, that has 
any Uſefulneſs belonging to it. 


gation of real Chriſtians, who are truly and * 


1 to his Will, and in his 
This Definition, 1 think, overſhoots the Mark of 
Truth, and is more true of the Church Triumph- 
ant. than of the Church Militant, 


ther the Church of Corinth, nor the Church of 


Pa l. directed his Epiſtles, came up to this Cha- 
racter of Perfection. 


tion of his Church on Earth. Wheat and Tares 


Mixture norwithflanding, the Corinthian, the 


very ſerviceable and expedient, and no well-or. 
dered Society whateyer is without them. You 


Doctrines that make a Church of CurIsT;” but 
ought you not to have added, they are of great 


and the Devotion of the ſincere Members of the 
Church of CHRIS TH? — A wiſe Man will care- 


| Fourthly, You 
define * © A Church o * to be a Congre- 


tially united to Jeſus Chriſt who are influenced 
by his Holy Spirit, amongſt whom He guides 
Overns, and amongſt. whom the Word is 

_ 1ed, and the Ordinances adminiſtred accord- 
rit and Power.” 


For, where 
was ever ſuch a Congregation of Chriſtians as this, 
ſince the Beginning of Chriſtianity ? — Not in 
the Days of the Apoſtles, that we read of. Nei- 


Epheſus, nor any of the Churches to whom St. 


They all anſwered our 
bleſſed and adored Redeemer's parabolical Deſcrip- 


were ſeen growing together; and yet, this undue | 


Epheſie, i 


_ Relating to METmopiIsTs, Sc. 31 
Epbeſine, and all the other Churches, were real 
Churches of CHRIST. Though Satan ventured 
to come among the Sons of Gop, on the Day 
when they preſented themſelves before the Lokp, 
they were ſtill an Aſſembly of heaven- born, holy 
Spirits. If no Chriſtian Community was to be 
eſteemed a Church of CHRIS till 47 the Mem- 
bers of it anſwered your Deſcription, there would 
be no one Church of Cur1sT this Day in the 
World. But you go on, and tell me, © You 
believe there are real Chriſtians ; and you hope, 
many in the Church of England, but where ſhall 
we find a co Congregation of ſuch ?” Where 
indeed, in any Part of Chriſtendom? What 
ftchen? Muſt not Ours, or any other lawfully 
= Eſtabliſhed, Religious Community, be deemed a 
Church of CHRIST, becauſe no one whole Con- 
gregation has every Individual Profeſſor truly 
and eſſentially United to Jeſus Chrijt? This is 
carrying Matters too far, and affecting to be 
= Wiſe above what is written, either in the Scrip- 
= tures, or in Church-Hiſtory. Frftbly, It is 
= not requiſite to Salvation to be of this or the 
= other Church.” Right; If by the Word Re- 
= qfite, you mean abſolutely neceſſary. But if 
you would inſinuate that it is a thing Indifferent, 
what particular Party or Denominationof Chriſtian 
3 Profeſſors we belong to, this is not true, Where 
a2 Church has been modelled and eſtabliſhed by 
B lawful Authority, it is not a Matter of ſuch little 
Moment, as People are apt to imagine, to reject 
: Communion with ſuch a Church. A Perſon 
2 2 1 e 
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ought to have his Conſcience very well informed, 
before he preſumes to diſregard Rules and Or- 
ders confirmed by ſuch a Sanction. He muſt be 
able to prove from the Word of Go that ſome- 
thing. Sinful is commanded him; otherwiſe, I 
think, there are ſeveral Texts of Scripture which 
ſtand as Witneſſes and Rebukers of his unwiſe, 
unſeemly Behaviour. Sixthly, © You thank 
Gop, you are no more the Bigot you once was, 
You now love a real Chriſtian, let him be of 
what Party he will. To be zealous for this or 


the other Church, is not to be zealous for CHRIST. 


Our Saviour reproved this kind of Zeal when 
He was upon Earth.” By your being formerly 
a Bigot, T underſtand, your having a great Va- 
lue for the Church of England. You thought 
She was very far from exacting Sinfu Terms of 
Communion : that her preſcribed Way of Wor- 
ſhip was in the Beauty of Holineſs; and you 
wondered at the unaccountable Obſtinacy and 
uncouth Ruſticity of ſeveral of your Country- 
men, who, notwithſtanding all the ſolid, un- 
anſwerable Tracts that have been written in De- 
fence of the National Church, could yet have 
Stoutneſs of Temper ſufficient to bear-them out 
in diſregarding the facred Precept which enjoins 
us to render to all their Due,” Fear to whom 
Fear, Honour to whom Honour.“ — Some- 
thing like this, I take to be the Bigotry you 
return Thanks for being delivered from. But 
let Mr. J-—m conſider, that a Bigotry of 
this Sort, (if it mt paſs under ſo Severe a De- 
DE nine ge 8 nomination) 
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nomination 1 ided it keep itſelf within the 


Bounds of Modeſty and Chriſtian Kindneſs, is 


Far from being a Temper unbecoming a real ; 


Cbriſtian. Our Saviour did not reprove this kind 
of Zeal, when he was upon Earth. It was the 
proud, comtemptuous, blind Zeal of the Pha- 
riſces and other Sectariſts, which the Hoy Tesvs 
reproved, and not a due Obſervance o 
lawful Commands of Governors, whether in 
Church or State. They that fat in MoszEs's 
Seat were, by his own expreſs Command, to have 
a proper Regard paid them; and every thing that 


all the 


favours of a ſelf-conceited, ſtubborn, preſump- 
tuous, fanatical Spirit, is repugnant to the pure 
and peaceable Religion of that bleſſed Lover of 


Souls, who was meek and lowly in Heart, and 
calls upon all his Diſciples to imitate his own 
moſt pure and perfect Example. Seventhly, 
_ © You have no mind to take a Living in the 
Church of England, yet you have a real Defire to 
do Good tq Souls in the Church of England: you 


are chiefly a Debtor to them; but you are afraid, 
if you ſhould take a Living, you ſhould loſe that 
little Zeal you have, and inſtead of doing more 


| Good, you ſhould do leſs, as others ſuperior to 


you, have found by Experience, and fo yu 
ſhould bring Reproach upon yourſelf and Savi- 


our.” Who thoſe Superiors to you are, who 


have had a Damp caſt upon their Zeal by be- 
coming. Parochial Clergymen, I am not ſolicitous 
to enquire. Sure I am, they are no good 

o copy after; and I may 


D vakely | 


reeſiſted, will ſhine more and more _unts a 
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ſafely affirm you fear where no Feat is. Ai 
do but calml wr what true Zeh! is 


you will find, that the Occupation of a Pas. 


ha viſter has a direct Tendency do kee 
the cele lame glowing in His Neat. H. 
Praying Fr eaching, his Adminiſt the 84 
cramehts, His Viſiting the Sick, h. elolving 
Caſts of Confeience, iis Humbling the Preſu 


8 


tuous, and Comfortin tlie Deſpo ndihg, be 


buking the Vicious, his Carechifing the Inbtant, 
and Eſtabliſhing the Faith of ha made Nb. 
ing, his Conferences with his neighbouring Fre- 
thren; theſe, befide his domeſtic Toricerns, 
will furely keep him from Sloth and Hilf. 
His Zeal will be kept in perpetual Bereit, and 
he will have no Occaſion, for waht of Buſinek 
to break Bounds, and unbetoming ly to enter into 
other Mens Labours. = The Gl Fault Which 
I found with the Mor tofith for aſſerting that 
Reaſon is no Guide in fpiritual Matters, was, 
that it was couched in too 10% and gen neva! 
Terms, and conſequently, capable of doing x 
great deal of Harm antong People not accuſtom- 
ed to diſtinguiſh With z ah fort of Accuracy. 
Carnal, corrupted HY or, in other Words, 
benighted by And in Bohdage t 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 18 
Goſpel of a Cricified Saviour. But 
Dawnings of the Sin of Righteouſneſs on the 


Mind are very falutary and refreſhing, and if 0 
_- 


Pay. Reaſon, thus. Huttttated, is the . 
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Relating to METHoDISTS, Sc. 35 
ment whereby we ſearch the Scriptures, and 
compare ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual, 
5 Thus have endeavoured to ſhew you how 
much 1 2 would return into the Paths 
of Wiſdom and Regularity. I beg of you to 
paſs a favourable Conſtruction upon my writing 
in this Manner. Heartily wiſhing you may 


| follow the Things which make for Peace, and 

a Things whereby you may edify others, and that 

N your Behaviour in Lee may be regulated by 

q 1 remain 

0 Tour bearty Well-wiſher and Friend, 
at 1 5 5 55 

a8, bs Pas N e Ibex 

01 

2 a — 8 

m. 5 3 

05 10 Jan. 1743. 

the TAM forry you ſhould be troubled with Per- 
firſt RY 4 plexities and Doubts concerning your Salvation, 
the and with it might be in my Power to be any ways 
not aſfiſting to you on this Head. — 1 take the Calvi- 


niſtical Doctrine of Predeſtination and Reprobation 
to be unſcriptural, and conſequently unſafe, and un- 
e comfortable. 


36 ExTRACTs ff LET FERS- 
comfortable. It gives us unworthy Notions of 
_ our Maker, and tends to no Profit, but the ſüb- 
verting of the Hearer. It tends to throw us ei- 
ther into the Extreme of Preſumption and Self. 
confidence, or elfe ihto that of Deſpair and Me- 
lancholy. If I may be thought capable of ad- 
viſing you, I would have you avoid holding any 
Diſcourſe about it. For your Time may be to 
much better Purpoſe employed in minding your 
Buſineſs, in following that diligentiy and conſcien- 
710uſly, and as Opportunity ſerves, in frequenting 
the Publick Worſhip, and in Reading, and Pray- 
ing in private. This, I take to be the plain Way 
for you to be ſafe from your ſpiritual Enemies: 
and the not attending to theſe few eaſy and 
pleaſant Rules, is, in my Opinion, the Cauſe 
3 why ſo many People fly out into irregular Courſes, 
and are deluded by falſe Hopes into a Fool's 
Paradice. The ſworn Enemy of our Salvation 
is very watchful, and very ſubtle; he knows the 
Power of Enthuſiaſm, and how apt we are to 
take the Raptures of a warmed Imagination for 
the Inſpiration of the holy Spirit. Now, I can 
think of no better Way for you to be Proof a- 
gainſt his wily Aſſaults, than to obſerve our Sa- 
viour's Direction and Caution, Watch and 
Pray, leſt ye enter into Temptation.“ For ve 
have daily, melancholy Trifances of Novices 
who are lifted,up with Pride, the worſt Sort of WW 
it, ſpiritual Pride; behaving themſelves diforder- 
ly, underſtanding neither what they fay, no 
whereof they affirm. — As you have given me | 
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ad fair, and almoſt neceſſary Opportunity of writ- 
ing to you, I cannot let it flip without again in- 
treating you to keep cloſe to the Ordinances of 
our Church, which will ſtand you in more ſtead: 
than any high-flown Pretences to Perfection, or 
Diſputations about Reprobation and Election can 
poſſibly do. It is not Talking, fo much as Do- 
ing, that our Lo RD requires of us. Obedience 
is the ſureſt Mark of our Diſcipleſhip; without | 
which it is not all the Gibberiſh and Jargon of | 
a Party, not all the Religious Phraſes in the 
World, that can bring us to Heaven. : 
I will detain you no longer than to aſſure you | 
of my hearty good Wiſhes for your Happineſs, 

ſpiritual and temporal ; to hear of which will al- 

ways be a great Satisfaction and Pleaſure to, 


* 


+ Your aſſured Friend, 


—— 9 1. 


ee H June, 1745. 


I Hope —— will be preſerved from falling a 
1 Prey to the artful Infinuations of the Emit- 
faries.of the Church of Rome. I put two Tracts | 
againſt, Popery into her Hands; and I hops for 
| her own Sake, ſhe will not fail to read them | 


. 
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with all that Attention which the Importance of 
the Subject requires. 

If * Perſons would but give themſelves Time 
to think, they would find ſuch abundant Pro- 
viſion for all their ſpiritual Wants within our own 
Church, that they would fee no Reaſon to de- 
ſert her under Pretence of being better Edified 
elſe here. 0 Liturgy is the beſt Body of 

EE Divinity 


&« As no Man blames CHRIS T or his Apoſtles, be- 
cc "2 Jop as was a Hypocrite, or becauſe 81 ON 
« Macus proteſled their Religion; ſo they betray great 
* Ignorance and Simplicity, who for the monſtrous Im- 
“ pieties of many who profeſs themſelves Members of our 
66 Aſſemblies, deſpiſe and ſlight our Church, which in her 
« Principles is moſt averſe to ) all ſuch Practices: A Church 
„ which, as for my own Particular, J have deliberately and 
= premeditately embraced and choſen ; ſo, I hope, I ſhall 
e never be fo much forſaken of Go p, or of my Reaſon, 
© as to quit it to become a Papi/?. I have not been alto- 
E gether a careleſs Obſerver of the ſeveral Chriſtian Churches 
cc diſperſed through the World. Deſire of mine own Sal- 
c vation hath made me take particular Notice, what Cor- 
„ ruption there is in them, and what Affinity they have 
<« with the primitive Profeflors of Chriſtianity : And I muſt 
freely confeſs, upon a ſerious Examination of the Scrip- 
« ture, and the Fathers of the three firſt Centuries after 
« CHRIS 7, that from my Heart I think there is no Church 
< this Day in the Chriſtian World, be it Eaſtern or Weſt- 
&“ ern, that in her Principles and Conſtitutions bears ſo 
„ much of the Image of the truly primitive Church, ot 
44 comes ſo near it, as the Church of England; a Church, 
Which as your Fore- fathers had Courage to burn for, fo W 
« ] verily believe, that he underſiands not her innocent | 
c Deſigns, and excellent Rules, who dares not die 2 
„ Martyr in her Cauſe.” E Diſſio * from © opery, by 
A. nennen D. D. Secend Laa, ages $2, 83. 
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Divinity extant; and alſo the many excellent 
Sermons, and other TW — Devetion and I- 
ſruction, compoſed by her Clergy, are admirable 
—— againſt the Diſorders of a heated 
Imagination. Tis great Pity that all the pious 
and learned Labours of our Reformers ſhould 
be ſo little ſet by, as they are at preſent, by too 
many who make uncommon Pretences to Reli- 
gion, and yet are all the while forgetting that 
Obedience to Parents (ſpiritual and civil, as 
well as natural) is one of the Commandments 
= written- with the Finger of Gop. — When 
our fpiritual Governors ſhew their Diſlike of 
holding private Meetings; when they find by 

Experience that it tends to alienate. the Minds 
of the Frequenters of them from their own 
proper Paſtors, and creates Diviſions between 
the neareſt and deareſt Relations; I ſay, when 
tis is the Caſe, it is high time for every one 
who defires to walk circumſpectly and cha- 
= ritably, to avoid ſuch Meetings, and to be 
content, as he well may, with keeping ſtrict 
and conſtant Communion with a Church of 
Wich he had the Happineſs to be born and 
= bred a Member; and which, without Boaſting, 
may be juſtly eſteemed the Glory of the Re- 
formation, and a Bulwalk againſt Papery, Fa- 
gnaticiſm, and . Enthuſiaſm. Hence I am led 


Thing in thoſe. Teachers, who go under the 
Name of Merhodiſte, to continue their ſeparate = 
2 Meetings; when they know it gives ſuch Diſguſt 


1 


do think, it is a very unkind and an unfair 5 
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to thoſe whom they ſolemnly promiſed to obey 
in all lawful Things. Let this Thought be pur- 
ſued home, and ſurely it muſt be ſufficient to 
make any religious Perſon. ceaſe from being any 
ways aiding and aſſiſting thoſe Teachers in their 
refractory Behaviour towards their Superiors. — 
Admitting that more and greater Fervors (for 
which ſeveral Reaſons, not religious ones, may be 
aſſign' d) are felt in thoſe ſeparate Meetings, yet 
n ee and Exultations may be purchaſed 
at too dear a Rate, when the Price paid for them 
is Diſagreement with our beſt Friends — Con- 
tempt of publick Order — and a Departure 
from the Rules of Humility, Modeſty, and Goſ- 
pel-Charity. What I am now urging appears ſo 
clear and true to my own Mind, that I won- 
der how it can be overlooked by any Perſon who 
_ conſiders the. many Cautions ſcattered throughout 
the New Teſtament of giving no Cauſe. of Of- 
fence toany one,” © of walking charitably towards 
our Neighbour,” and of not letting our Good be 
evil ſpoken of.” — Acting under the Sanction of 
Publick Authority, is a much fafer Method than 
acting againſt it: and we may much more rea- 
ſonably expect the Divine Bleſſing upon our At- 
tendance on the Ordinances of Religion, when 
we are obſerving the Apoſtolical Injunction, 
Let all Things be done decently and in order, 
than when we are diſregarding it. By the fame 
infallible Rule we are to mark thoſe: who cauſe 
Diviſions, and to avoid them.“ And we are to 
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remember that © if any be Contentious, we have 
no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of Gop.” 
To ſum up my Thoughts on this Subject 


in few Words. — We haye the Happineſs to 
"_ to a Church, which, however lightly it 


y be ſet by, has yet, to a Demonſtration, 
bit found to be under the Patronage and 


culiar Care of the holy Founder of our Reli- 


gion. — About two Centuries ago ſhe ſeparat- 
ed herſelf in an orderly, legal Way from the 


Church of Rome; ſince that time ſhe has more 


than once been in the utmoſt Danger of be- 
coming again a Vaſſal of that ſtrange Church- 


Governor, who claims ſuch a Power as the Goſ- 


pel condemns. She has alſo been in the Hands 
of Others, who though Proteſtants by Name, 
are yet Diſſenters om her; and yet, through : 


1 the wonderful Interpoſition of Gop, ſhe has 


been reſcued from the Power of each Party of 
theſe her Enemies, and has enjoyed -a Series of 
Liberty for many Years. May the great Ruler 
of our Hearts keep us in the Paths of Peace, 
Humility, and Brotherly Love ; without which 
our Raptures are Deluſion, and our Devotion 


more jarring than ſounding Braſs, and tinkling | 
£ Cymbals, f e 


at 


Nur affeftionate Servant, 
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